
The Parkinson’s and Movement 

Disorders Foundation (PMDF) is 

pleased to announce the winners of 

our competitive research grants for 

2010. Thanks to your generous do-

nations, the PMDF was able to 

award three grants of $5000 each 

this year instead of our usual two! 

One of the research studies is in the 

area of dystonia and other two are 

in the area of Parkinson’s disease. 

 

Our grant recipient in the area of 

dystonia is Dr. Flavia Nery, an As-

sistant in Neuroscience at Massa-

chusetts General Hospital and an 

Instructor of Neurology at Harvard 

University. Dr. Nery’s work fo-

cuses on genetic aberrations that 

underlie dystonias. These genetic 

abnormalities cause nerve cells in 

the brain to send abnormal mes-

sages to the muscles telling them to 

contract uncontrollably. Dr. Nery is 

trying to understand how one of 

these genetic abnormalities affects 

the structure and function of cells. 

Once researchers know exactly 

what goes wrong with the cells, 

they may be able to develop treat-

ments to correct the problems. 

 

Our second grant awardee is Dr. 

David Loeffler, a Scientist in the 

Division of Neurology at William 

Beaumont Hospital Research Insti-

tute in Royal Oak, Michigan. Dr. 

Loeffler is evaluating the ability of 

antibodies to prevent the clustering 

of a protein implicated in Parkin-

son’s disease. Clustering of this 

protein, known as alpha-synuclein, 

may be involved in the nerve cell 

death that characterizes Parkinson’s 

disease. When a large number of 

these nerve cells die, a person be-

gins to show the motor symptoms 

of Parkinson’s disease. The anti-

bodies that Dr. Loeffler is using in 

his work are purified from the 

blood of thousands of human do-

nors. These antibodies are currently 

used to treat several other disorders 

and have been investigated as a 

treatment for Alzheimer’s disease. 

If Dr. Loeffler’s work shows bene-

ficial effects on protein clustering, 

these antibodies could be tested in 

humans within a matter of years. 

 

Our third grant winner is Dr. Re-

hana Leak, an Assistant Professor 

of Pharmacology at Duquesne Uni-

versity in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Leak is studying how brain 

cells respond to stress. Stress in the 

brain takes many forms, from ex-

posure to environmental toxins to 

internal chemical stress in response 

to genetic alterations. Both of these 

types of “stress” have been impli-

cated as potential causes of Parkin-
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Dear Friends of PMDF, 

  

As we near the end of 2010, I'd like to take this opportunity to ex-

press my gratitude to those of you who have generously shown 

your support for the Parkinson's and Movement Disorder Founda-

tion this year.  

  

First, I'd like to recognize the outstanding job our PMDF executive 

director Vi Tran has done in keeping our nonprofit organization 

running so smoothly.  With board members scattered throughout 

the country, Vi keeps us all moving down the same path working together to set policy, 

award grants to deserving researchers and to face any challenges along the way.  Thank 

you, Vi, for all that you do every day for PMDF. 

  

Second, my thanks to all who have made financial contributions or contributions of goods 

and services in support of PMDF.  Because of your generosity to the important cause of 

research into Parkinson's disease and other movement disorders, we have once again been 

able to carry out a meaningful grants program. I've had the privilege of visiting or talking 

with some of the young researchers who have been recipients of PMDF grants and it's 

helped deepen my understanding of the importance of their work and also to feel more 

connected to the mission of our organization. 

  

Finally, I'd like to thank the PMDF board for their dedication and willingness to give of 

their time to participate in conference calls, serve on committees and recruit new board 

members.  Special recognition goes to Ken Garrison, who has headed up our fundraiser 

committee for the past two years, and Dr. Daniel Truong, who has never lost his enthusi-

asm for PMDF since founding the organization 12 years ago.  

 

I would like to welcome Kellie Binder to the PMDF board.  Kellie is a Nurse Practitioner 

at UCI Inpatient Pain Management.  She currently resides in Newport Beach.  She and her 

husband are expecting twins in Spring 2011. 

  

As we begin the new year, I turn over the PMDF presidency to fellow board member Mark 

Wadsworth.  A resident of Yorba Linda, Mark is a software engineer for Boeing.  Mark is 

married, has three grown children, and four grandchildren.  Our new vice president is Mary 

Ann Chapman, Ph.D., a long-time board member who has served as board secretary and 

also been so diligent at heading our grants program.  Karen Zent will be taking over Mary 

Ann’s position as secretary. 

  

Happy holidays and happy new year!   

 

Linda Sonnonstine Spery 

PMDF President 

President’s Letter 
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We would like to thank the 

following corporations and 

people for their contribution 
to PMDF in 2010. These  

contributions were given to 
PMDF directly and not 

through a fundraising  

campaign.  
 

 

Allergan Foundation 

Allergan Pharmaceutical 

Rita Bjornker 

J.B. Crowell 

Janice Foshee 

Grand Garden 

Emily Gelskey 

Gordon Hinsdale 

Ipsen  Pharmaceutical 

Elaine Lama 

Wilbur Lorbeer 

Merz Pharmaceuticals 

Timothy Neufeld 

Orange Coast Memorial  

Robert Oster 

Eva Pacheco 

Arnold Possick 

son’s disease. Dr. Leak 

plans to test the hypothesis 

that exposing brain cells to a 

minimal amount of stress 

may lead to adaptations that 

help them respond better to 

large amounts of stress in 

the future. Essentially, she 

believes that small chemical 

stressors may help prevent 

nerve cells from dying in 

response to large chemical 

stressors. Her experiments 

are designed to test this hy-

pothesis. In a second set of 

experiments, Dr. Leak will 

attempt to determine how 

the small stressors help pre-

vent future cell death. This 

research could lead to treat-

ments for Parkinson’s dis-

ease that simulate “small 

stress,” which would help 

protect them from the large 

stress that would normally 

kill them. 

 

The PMDF is pleased to be 

able to support this research, 

which is directly in line with 

our mission of promoting 

basic and clinical research 

into the causes and treat-

ments for movement disor-

ders. This research is made 

possible by your generous 

contributions and attendance 

at our fundraisers and we 

extend our sincere thanks to 

you.   ■ 
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On behalf of The Parkin-

son’s and Movement Disor-

der Foundation, I would like 

to thank everyone who at-

tended the Hollywood Confi-

dential Fundraiser on Octo-

ber 10.  The Irvine Crowne 

Plaza’s warm staff and ele-

gant décor provided the per-

fect ambience for everyone 

to relax, mingle, and have a 

good time.  The centerpieces 

created by Karen Zent added 

to the suspenseful mood of 

the event and complimented 

the murder mystery theme 

and the hotel’s décor.  Spe-

cial recognition also goes to 

Ken Garrison who arranged 

for the generous donation of 

wine to accompany dinner. 

 

There were many people in-

volved that made this fund-

raiser a success.  Dr. Daniel 

Truong was instrumental in 

getting everybody together 

to support research for 

movement disorders.   

   

This fundraiser would not 

have been possible without 

the help of the PMDF fund-

raiser committee.  Thank you 

Ken Garrison, Karen Zent, 

and Paul Williams.  And the 

support of the PMDF board 

members: Linda Sonnonstine 

Spery, Mary Ann Chapman, 

Ph.D., Timothy Neufeld, 

Mark Wadsworth, Deborah 

Wilson, Jon Cicchetti, and 

Victor Passy, M.D. I would 

also like to thank all the 

PMDF volunteers: Justin 

Aquines, Anne Nguyen, 

Melissa Novy, Phong Ho, 

Anh Nguyen, Quynh 

Nguyen, and Dennis Kim. 

 

We would like to give a spe-

cial thanks to Perfect For-

mula LLC.  Their generous 

donation let us give out a 

special welcome gift to each 

of our attendees.  We are 

deeply grateful to all the 

companies and people who 

donated items to PMDF for 

the silent auctions.  We also 

would like to acknowledge 

Supentown International Inc. 

for their generous donation 

of a massage chair for our 

live auction. 

 

Last, but not least PMDF 

would like to thank all the 

people who donated to the 

fundraiser even though they 

were not able to attend the 

event.  Together, we raised 

over $14,000.  This money 

will be donated to movement 

disorder research in hope of 

finding better treatments and 

eventually a cure for all 

movement disorders.  Again, 

thank you to everyone who 

played a part in this fund-

raiser and in supporting the 

PMDF. 

 

 

 

— Vi Tran 

      Executive Director 

      PMDF 

Hollywood Confidential  

PMDF 2010 Fundraiser 
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Donors 
 

    Justin and Deborah Baldwin 

Mariam Shafer Begg 

Carole Bixler 

Fred and Rocio Bolanos 

Vicky Carollo 

Mary Ann Chapman, Ph.D. 

Cong Liem, M.D. 

J.B.  Crowell 

Michael Fisher 

Fountain Valley Central Pharmacy 

James Fujimoto 

Paul and Joyce Fujita 

Martin & Brian Goldsmith 

Don & Linda Hicks 

Gordon Hinsdale 

Tuyen Trung Hoang 

Duc Huu Huyen, M.D. 

Don Lindblom/Trina Luechauer 

Leo Martinkus 

Suzanne Mellor 

Minsen Mok, M.D. 

Dick Munns, C.O. 

Prakash Murre 

Ruby L. Netzley 

Bobbie Neustel 

Tien Nguyen, M.D. 

Ted and Hedy Orden 

Chet Ossowski 

Victor Passy, M.D. 

Jeannette Payne 

Khanh Pham, M.D. 

Johnny Rambo 

David  Ramsey 

Allan Ratman 

Michael Rubel 

Trude Sanderson 

John Severson 

Linda Sonnonstine Spery 

Anthony Stunffer, M.D. 

Douglas Tran, M.D. 

Henry Huu Tran, M.D. 

Thrifty Oil Company 

David & Linda Ullman 

John Ulman 

Truong Toan Vu, M.D. 

JoAnne Walker 

Gail Wheaton 

Paul Williams 

The Zent Family 

Don Yoshikawa, D.D.S. 

 

 

 

 

Aguilar & Sonnonstine 

www.aguilarsonnonstine.com 

 

Artland 

www.artlandinc.com 
 

BeachBody 

www.beachbody.com 
 

Belkin 

www.belkin.com 
 

bodum 

www.bodumusa.com 
 

Brunton  

www.brunton.com 
 

CamBrian Homecare 

www.cambrianhomecare.com 
 

Disneyland 

www.disneyland.com 
 

Go Fit Store 

www.gofitstore.net 
 

Hof's Hut 

www.hofshut.com 
 

Joseph Joseph 

www.josephjoseph.com 
 

Justin Vineyards and Winery 

www.justinwine.com 
 

Mothers Market 

www.mothersmarket.com 

 

    Perfect Formula 

    www.perfectformulas.com 
 

    PRP 

    www.prpwine.com 
 

    roclord Studio 

    www.roclord.com 
 

    

 

 

 

 

   Real Mex Restaurants 

   www.realmexrestaurants.com 
 

   Roy's Hawaiian Fusion Cuisine 

   www.roysrestaurant.com 

 

   StriVectin 

   www.strivectin.com 
 

   Sultra 

   www.sultra.com 
 

  SUNPENTOWN  

  INTERNATIONAL INC. 

  www.sunpentown.com 
 

  Universal Studios 
www.universalstudioshollywood.com 

 

  VocoPro 

  www.vocopro.com 
 

  VuPoint  

  www.vupointsolutions.com 
 

  Yard House 

  www.yardhouse.com 

We would like to thank the following for their contributions to the PMDF 

Fundraiser in 2010. 

Companies 



OUR MISSION 

 
To support basic and clinical research into the causes, treatments and cures for Parkinson’s disease and other 

movement disorders such as dystonia, myoclonus, spasticity, and tremor. 

 

The Parkinson’s and Movement Disorder Foundation is committed to working with other organizations that 

have similar philosophies in an effort to bring together expertise from both basic and clinical science per-

spectives. 

 

We are dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for those who suffer from movement disorders and their 

families, through research, education, and community outreach. 

 

 


